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AN ACCOUNT 

OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSART OF THE 
MORAVIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

On the afternoon of Thanksgiving-Day, Nov. 18th, 1858, 
a number of the members of the Moravian Historical Society 
assembled in the Ephrata, or Whitfield House, to partake 
of an old-fashioned Moravian "wesper." The Library had 
recently been removed from its temporary quarters to this 
venerable building, in which a very commodious room has 
been placed at the disposal of the Society by the trustees of 
the congregation. It was suggested that a "vesper," with 
all its pleasant associations and cheerful influences, would be 
an appropriate celebration of the event and of the anniver- 
sary of the Society. That it was so, all who were present 
will testify. 

An old Moravian vesper ! Who that ever attended one 
has not been delighted and improved by the hearty kindli- 
ness, the genuine geniality that pervaded them, and the in- 
nocent, rational amusement they afforded ? In the pleasant 
summer days how often was the cool, sequestered glen, 
where the limpid brook went softly singing on its way, the 
scene of these festive gatherings? Or the tree-crowned 
island, sleeping on the bosom of the romantic river, where, 
in pleasant converse, or in rendering, with no mean skill, 
the productions of the masters of classic music ; in mirth- 
ful games, or the ever-delightful boating excursion along 
the laurel-skirted shore, or over the placid surface of the 
river, while rocks and hill re-echoed to the sound of merry 
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call and joyous laughter, the swift-winged hours sped along, 
till over the waters, still gleaming in the soft light of the 
sunset, come the sweetly-blended voices of the gingers, and 
a day of pure and simple-hearted enjoyment is closed in the 
hymn of praise and prayer to God. 

In the cold winter days the vesper-company meets in the 
comfortable family-room, around the table, graced by that 
master-piece of housewifely skill, the sugar-cake. While 
the brethren smoke, and drink their coffee, the sisters ply 
their clinking knitting-needles — those invariable companions 
of the matrons of those days — ^with such skill and energy 
that the stocking seemed perceptibly to grow under their 
busy fingers. 

The march of "progress" has made sad inroads upon 
many of our time-honored Moravian customs. No doubt 
the times have changed, and usages and institutions which 
once were the objective form in which the inner life of the 
early brethren found expression, must needs, by degrees, 
totally vanish, since, though the spirit be the same, altered 
circumstances, changes in taste and habits of thought, will 
either modify or completely destroy its former outward mani- 
festation. And so, perhaps, the "vesper," too, is doomed, 
as a vestige of the days of the Arcadian simplicity of Mo- 
ravianism with which our modern, more artificial state of 
society has no sympathy. With it another delightful fea- 
ture of the old social and domestic life of the congregations 
will have passed away. 

To resume. Before partaking, according to the olden 
custom, a hymn was sung by the whole company standing. 
The repast being over, cups were refilled, the tray, with its 
bundle of cigars and lighted taper, went the rounds, and 
Br. James Henry, President of the Society, proceeded to 
deliver the anniversary address. A copy of this produc- 
tion is annexed to this sketch. Br. Jedediah Weiss, of 
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Bethlehem, then entertained the company in his own pecu- 
liar, happy style, with some interesting personal recollec- 
tions. While the rest are engaged in calling to mind re- 
miniscences of former days, or discussing the questions 
which have agitated modern Moravianism, we will make 
the tour of the room and note whatever is curious or in- 
teresting in the collection. 

The walls are hung with a number of pictures, maps, and 
plans, among the former of which are three in oil, by 
Haidt, our Moravian artist. These must be full a century 
old, and, without any claims to high artistic merit, they 
evince considerable talent in the choice of subjects and com- 
position, and are a pleading evidence of the recognition, even 
amid the exigencies of those early times, of the claims of 
art, and of its zealous pursuit. Rather a curious picture is 
one representing the arrival of Bishop Loskiel, at Gnaden- 
hiitten, Ohio, with Major Jonathan Cass, (a United States 
Deputy Surveyor-General, and father of Gen. Lewis Cass,) in 
cocked-hat and small-clothes, in the foreground. Of the maps, 
the most interesting is one of Pennsylvania, containing the 
route of Zinzendorf and his party to Shamokin, (now Sun- 
bury,) and one of Bethlehem, made in the year 1755. On 
the mantel are two specimens of the schnahel-hatAe, or caps 
which were formerly worn by the female members of the 
congregations, each choir or class having a distinctively 
colored ribbon. Here, in a frame, is one of Zinzendorf's 
poems, " Maria Ver Kundigung," in his own hand-writing. 
It is found in Knapp's Collection, page 91. Over it hangs 
his portrait, in oil, probably by Haidt. In a glass case are 
some valuable and interesting relics, among them the tassel 
of Zinzendorf's cane, and a set of portraits in miniature, most 
exquisitely done in water-colors, of Zinzendorf, his son Chris- 
tian, Anna Nitschman, and Bishop "Watteville. Over the 
door hangs a bell, supposed to be the firSt one used by the 
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Brethren in this country. Here is a distaff, formerly used 
by a teacher in Nazareth Hall to spin flax, as was then the 
custom during the after-dinner recess. Here is a hickory 
twig, found in a house at Old Nazareth, where it was used 
as a lath. Aside of it are a piece of the stump of " Peter 
Boehler's Oak -Tree" and a huge clothes-pin, seemingly 
fashioned out of the solid tree. In a corner stands a spinet, 
or clavichord, an instrument of rather primitive construc- 
tion, and evidently of great age. 

The number of books in the library is already more than 
five hundred. Of many of them it is doubtful whether 
there are duplicates, at least in this country. A few only 
of the most note-worthy are here specified : — a copy of the 
Hymn-book used by the Old Bohemian and Moravian 
Churches, printed in the year 1639; a Bible of the year 
1553 ; complete sets of our Church publications from the 
beginning, and of the Historical Records of Pennsylvania, 
New York, and Massachusetts ; an almost complete series 
of the different editions of Hymn-books and Liturgies of 
the Church ; a Hymn-book belonging to the learned Peter 
Boehler, and by him presented to Br. Abraham Reinke ; 
most of the controversial writings of the early period of 
our Church history in this country; letters from Hans von 
Schweinitz, Zeisberger, Heckewelder, Ettwein, Forestier, 
Jacob Van Vleck, Grube, Loskiel, Schnall, Denke, C. G. 
Reichel, Gregor; Arthur Gradin's History of the Unitas 
Fratrum. 



